
A MISSION TO  
DISCOVER AND DOCUMENT 
ALL AUSTRALIAN SPECIES 
IN A GENERATION

BIOLOGICALLY, AUSTRALIA IS  
ONE OF THE RICHEST AND MOST DIVERSE  
NATIONS ON EARTH
And that biological richness and diversity—our biodiversity—is an 
invaluable resource, opportunity and responsibility for present and 
future generations. It supports and sustains our environment and 
society, underpins economic growth in existing and emerging 
industries including health and agriculture, and gives character 
and meaning to our landscapes. Australia’s biodiversity is globally 
unique and remarkable.

And yet, Australia’s biodiversity is under severe and increasing 
threat. Some scientists estimate that there has been a global 70% 
loss of biodiversity since 1970. Our biodiversity is declining, fast. 

Biodiversity is an asset and a resource for the present and 
the future, and that asset and resource is shrinking.

A key problem in Australia is that our biodiversity is very poorly 
documented and understood—we have never completed a 
stocktake. Only an estimated one-third of the more than 700,000 
Australian species of plants, animals, fungi and other organisms 
have been discovered and named. 70% of our species remain 
undiscovered, unnamed and essentially invisible.

Even among species that have been discovered and named, 
most are poorly known and hence hard to manage, conserve 
and utilise.

BIODIVERSITY UNDERPINS AUSTRALIA’S 
PRESENT AND FUTURE PROSPERITY

OUR POOR KNOWLEDGE  
OF AUSTRALIAN SPECIES  

IS A SERIOUS THREAT  
TO OUR ENVIRONMENT 

AND ECONOMY
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We have an ambitious mission to use new and emerging 
technologies to discover and document all remaining 
Australian species within a generation. This will vastly expand 
and improve our knowledge and understanding of all Australian 
species of plants, animals, fungi and other organisms.

FORTUNATELY, AUSTRALIA’S 
TAXONOMISTS—THE SCIENTISTS WHO 
DISCOVER, NAME, DOCUMENT AND 
CLASSIFY SPECIES—HAVE A SOLUTION

Our mission is to complete the first-ever national stocktake of 
all Australian species. This will allow the nation to conserve and 
sustainably use its biological resources for the benefit of this and 
future generations, and equitably share this knowledge. 

We are seeking support from government, industry and the 
community to bring this ambitious mission to life, and

Find out more at taxonomyaustralia.org.au/our-mission

TO DISCOVER AND DOCUMENT 
ALL AUSTRALIAN SPECIES  

WITHIN A GENERATION
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